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The entrance to the exhibition. The pictures are: left: by Donald 
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THE OXFORD ART SOCIETY 
 
The Society was founded in December 1891 to encourage the 
practice of the Fine Arts in Oxford. Walter Tyrwhitt formed a com-
mittee from the town and the University, and proposed a first exhi-
bition the following May. Hubert von Herkomer, the Slade Professor 
in Oxford, became the first President. 
 
From the early years there was a policy of inviting eminent artists to 
exhibit with the Society, some of whom are represented in this ex-
hibition along with members and honorary members. 
 
Since its foundation the Society has mounted an Annual Open Ex-
hibition, interupted only during the Second World War, to which all 
artists throughout the Oxford area are encouraged to submit work. 
In addition a Members' Show has become a regular annual event 
and this exhibition shows the work of the present members of the 
Society with those of the past. 

 

Sir Hubert von Herkomer 
First President of the Society 1892-1902 
 
A man of enormous energy and ambition, Hubert Herkomer started 
life as a penniless Bavarian émigré and rapidly rose to become a 
popular portrait painter with a title and membership of the Royal 
Academy. He was appointed Slade Professor on Ruskin’s recom-
mendation in 1885, which initiated his long connection with Oxford. 
 
Herkomer started an art school in Bushey, experimented with 
printmaking and was co-founder, with Seymour Haden, of the Royal 
Society of Painter-Etchers and Engravers, which considerably en-
hanced the status of printmaking. 

The following paragraphs were on display boards in the exhi-

bition galleries. 



BALLIOL MURALS 
 

The designs for the murals 
at Holywell Manor were 
painted by Gilbert Spencer 
in 1934 and shown in the 
Society's exhibition of 1936. 
The murals depict the story 
of the founding of Balliol 
College by John of Balliol. 
Involved in a dispute over 
land with the Bishop of Dur-
ham, John ambushed him 

The Balliol mural designs by Gilbert Spencer are in the frames on 
the right 

as he was crossing a ford. 
The Bishop complained to 
the King and John was ar-
rested and thrashed. In 
penance he and his wife 
Dervorguilla gave money to 
provide for 16 poor scholars 
to study in Oxford. 
The murals cover four walls 
of a small room at Holywell 
Manor. 



WARTIME 

 
The Spencers, Canines and Nashes 
were interconnected by marriage and 
interests. War was a common theme; 
Sydney Canine and Paul Nash had 
been Of[icial War Artists in the First 
World War. Between the wars they 
lived and worked around Oxford and 
were later joined by the Slade stafF 
and students who were evacuated dur-
ing the Second World War to work at 
the Ashmolean with the Ruskin School. 
Slade stafF Allan Gwynne-Jones and 
Professor Randolph Schwabe both ex-
hibited with the Society. 

The first gallery with a design for a window by Burne Jones on the 
end wall, loaned by the Ashmolean Museum. 



THE ILLUSTRATORS 
 

From the early 1900s, book 
illustration was the major inter-
est of many of the members of 
the Society. John Fulleylove, 
President 1903–6, was well 
known for his colour illustrations 
to Edwardian travel books. Ed-
mund New specialised in archi-
tectural subjects of great deco-
rative charm and Alfred Par-
sons illustrated gardening and 
botanical books. J. A. Shuffrey 
and William Matthison special-
ised in local scenes often also 
printed as postcards. 
 

POSTWAR 

 
Percy Horton became Presi-
dent of the Society and 
Ruskin Master in 1949. Be-
tween the wars he had been 
heavily involved with the Art-
ists' International Association 
and taught, along with Geof
[rey Rhoades, at the Working 
Mens' College. GeofFrey 
Rhoades joined him at the 

Ruskin School in 1954. 
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The Piper Gallery 

The Middle Gallery 


